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THE SOUTHERN STAR WINTER 2015

LETTER FROM MOTHER PRIORESS GENERAL
Mother Mary Micaela O.P.

uring the month of August we had a | then flew with the Sisters to Australia where Sister
visit to both our convents by two Mary of the Crossods mot he
Teaching Dominican Sisters of and myself to Rosary Convent and took Sister Mary of
Fanjeaux, Mother Mary Johanna and the Cross home to Gembroold only the second time
Sister Mary of the Cross. she has been home in twentiwo years!

The Dominican Sisters of Fanjeaux have been very A similar programme was repeated for the Sisters at
good to us with advice during the twelve years our Rosary Convent, Sister Mary of the Cross even
Congregation has been in existence. | first met these coming in to give her talk on the Education of Girls.
Sisters in Post Falls and subsequently visited them in
France. Mother General of the Fanjeaux Sisters
appointed Mother Johanna our special contact person
and over the years she has given me a great deal of
good advice and encouragement. Until now she has
been very busy with important positions in the
Congregation but now in a different position was free
to respond to my request that she come to visit us.
She brought with her Sister Mary of the Cross who is
an Australian who went overseas, before we were even
in existence, to look for a Convent and found one at
Fanjeaux.

In both places we took the Sisters to the beach.
Mother Johanna commented that when she sent
photos home the Sisters would think that she did
nothing but go to the beach while in the Antipodes.

However, the contrast between the two beaches, Kai
Iwi near Wanganui and Carrum near Tynong made

both trips worthwhile. Both communities also served

fish and chips to the visitors as a treat, the Australian
F&C being bought for us by Mrs Van Strijp and eaten

on the beach. In New Zealand it was too cold to eat
on the beach!

Being Dominicans in Australia and New Zealand can
be lonely. We know that Dominican life is reviving
strongly among the nuns and also among the friars. It
was lovely though to have a really good contact such
as this visit gave and to learn a lot about Dominican
life and the living of it.

| was privileged to fly to New Zealand to meet our
visitors in Auckland and then flew with them to

Wanganui where we were met by the Sisters. We
found it very productive talking to the Sisters about
the singing and chanting of the Office, community life
and the Education of girls. The visiting Sisters were

kind enough to give us classes in chant and talks on %@Qzﬁ‘ M M“JQ_) M
} -~ -

the above topics.

If you wish to e-subscribe to this newsletter
please email:
astarinthesouth@gmail.com

If wish to subscribe by post please send your re-
quest to:
The Southern Star, P.O Box 50, Tynong. VIC.
Melbourne, Australia
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ROSARY CONVENT

Tynong; Melbourne; AUSTRALIA

Preparation for Corpus Christi

It was that time of the year again when eager
young Canonical Novices set to work with
mountains of chalk, paint and sawdust to create a
pleasing pavement masterpiece for the Feast of
Corpus Christi. While one group worked on the
Altar of Repose and flower arrangements, the other
set about adorning the pavement with a lovely
representation of a Chalice and Host, which
included accompanying motifs such as flowers and
religious symbols all the way down the driveway.

Corpus Christi Procession

Corpus Christi Church celebrated the Feast of
Corpus Christi with much solemnity. The day

began with a Solemn High Mass at 9:30am, which
included 24 First Holy Communicants decked out

in their white dresses and little suits, and was
followed by a grand procession to the convent.
Reverend Father Prior carried the Most Blessed
Sacrament followed by flower girls, torch bearers,
Knights of Our Lady, the Sisters and the faithful.

The Hills are Alive

On a short break in a busy school term and with a
prospective postulant visiting the convent, a rather
ambitious group of Sisters set out for some fresh air
and exercise in the Mt Baw Baw Ranges. Our
expedition directed us to Mt Leonard, a mere 1010
metres above sea level. The walk consisted in a steep
climb all the way up and although aches and pains
were felt for many a day afterwards, the view at the
top was spectacular and well worth the journey.

With the Sound of Music

In August, the St Thomas Aquinas College Choirs
headed out to Warragul to compete in the West
Gippsland Eisteddfod. The Girls' Choir did the
school proud, claiming two 1st places. The newly
formed Chamber Choir (comprised of 10 girls from
Year 10 and above) delighted the audience with
Gregorian "Ave Verum" and Baini's "Panis
Angelicus" in a stunning performance which earned
them the perpetual trophy for Most Promising Choir.
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ROSARY CONVENT

Tynong; Melbourne; AUSTRALIA

Visit of Dominican Sisters

On the Feast of the Assumption we had the honour
and delight of visiting Dominicans in the form of
Mother Mary Johanna and Sister Mary of the
Cross from the Fanjeaux Sisters. It is always nice
to meet with fellow Dominicans and we were
fortunate to attend spiritual and educational
conferences by them. We also took the opportunity
on the Feast of the Assumption to show them an
Australian beach.

Canadian Postulant enters

On the 18th July, Miss Kathleen McManus from
Canada entered our congregation as a Postulant,
just squeezing in the required six months before
one can canonically receive the Holy Habit. We
have truly been very blessed this year with very
talented postulants whose natural abilities will be a
blessing to the Order. The group are now thinking
and imploring the aid of the Holy Ghost for help in
deciding on a religious name.

Visit of Bishop de Galarreta

On Saturday 22nd August, the Feast of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, we were honoured to attend the
Confirmation ceremony at Corpus Christi Church.
Many young boys and girls became soldiers of Christ
and we were blessed with a Pontifical Sung Mass on
Sunday as well as a visit from His Excellency in the
afternoon.

Eidesteddfod, Latrobe Valley

In August, the Girls' Choir made the long trip to
Traralgon for the Latrobe Valley Eisteddfod. After
claiming 2nd place in the highly competitive Open Choir
section, they sang their hearts out in the Secondary Choir
section, desperately hoping to retain the perpetual
Championship Cup with a beautiful rendition of "Simple
Gifts," followed by the very catchy "A Tisket, A Tasket."
The competition from the 60voice Lavalla Senior Choir
was extremely strong, though. After lengthy deliberation,
the adjudicator made a Solomonesque decision: Equal
First Place!
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SAI NT DOMI NI CoS DAY CE

east day celebrations at Rosary Convent for the Feast of St Dominic began with sutwyéspers

at St Thomas Aquinas College in the newly refurbished School Chapel. Invitations were sent

out to all Secondary Girls who attended in large numbers, and following Vespers we had a pizza

party together, followed by games, dancing and competitions. On the actual feast day, Mass was
celebrated in our convent chapel, followed afterwards by a traditional netball game against the senior
students in the multipurpose facility at the school. It was a very intense game, but in the end, all the weeks
of practice paid off and the Sisters won by 6 points, the final score beingl® After a lovely midday meal
cooked by one of our benefactors, we were entertained by the Postulants who performed a play on the life
of our Holy Father. The day ended with Il Vespers, Compline and a Dominican Tertiary ceremony,
followed by a light supper. Mr Mark Hanney took the name Brother Dominic and Mrs Linda Mitchell
took the name Sister Mary Agnes.

HYMN TO ST DOMINIC

Hail! St Dominic Holy Father
Hail! O friend of God to thee
Chosen Knight of Christ and Mary
Guardian of the Rosary

Guide us ever sainted Father
As throd | ifeds
Keep thy children ever faithful

To their motto%%
In the sacred cause of Jesus, _—
Bravely Father thou didst fight
Leading souls from paths of darknes
Shedding forth the Gospel light

pa

Guide us ever sainted Father
As throdo | ifeo/
Keep thy children ever faithful

To their mot !

2 pa
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St Dominicos Con\wvq

Wanganui; NEW ZEALAND
How do you spel

For the past three years our Form 3 & 4 girls have beer
taking part in the annual NZ Spelling Bee, and each year we
have had students make it through the first round, a written
test of one hundred words, qualifying them to compete in the
regional competition. This year was our record: we had three
girls successfully pass to the regional competition, making
them among the top two hundred spellers of their age group
in NZ. Two Sisters accompanied them to the competition in
Wellington on August 14th, where amongst forty other
spellers they were required first to take another written test
and then to spell one word on stage as prerequisites for the
main oral round. Laura Lei Agcaoili was fortunate enough /
to not only make her way through to the main oral spelling

round, but also to qualify as one of the eighteen finalists for

the National Competition which will be held in Wellington

in October. Through the exciting and nervavracking
experience she remained cool and calm and correctly spelt

all the words she was given, including some tricky ones like
Obraggadoci o6, dOapoplecticéo and odi pht hongo. We
Laura all the best, and hope that her fine orthography and

stage skills will bring her success in October!

St Dominic0s
We commenced with Solemn First Vespers, and we
concluded with Sung Compline, and we filled the time
in between with joyous celebration. After saluting our
Holy Father at First Vespers, all the Sisters and our
pupils from Saint Dominic's College enjoyed a pizza
party under Signadou carport, which had been
transformed for the occasion with the help of a
marquee, cheerfully decorated picnitables and fairy
lights. After the pizza had been disposed of, the Games
- including the popular 'Spotlight' - brought Saint
Dominic's Eve to a merry finish. Next morning we
assisted at the Feast day Solemn High Mass, and after
fervent thanksgiving the Sisters returned to Signadou tg
host the traditional Saint Dominic's Day brunch for our
Tertiaries, Benefactors and Past Pupils. Despite
missing out on the SistersersusStudents Netball
Match we all had a splendid day, particularly as we
celebrated the feast day of our dear Sister Marig
Dominique as well. Ora pro nobis, beate Pater
Dominice!
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