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òBe what God wills you to be and you will have peaceé love and be humble interiorly 
and you will work wonders in this more than desolate world.ó 

 

Mother Margaret Hallahan, Foundress of the Dominican Sisters of Stone 
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E 
n avant, tout est votre! (Go forward, all 

is yours !) Thus spoke St Joan of Arc 

to her soldiers at the siege of Orleans 
assuring them that the victory was 

theirs because of their trust in God. 

St Joan has been chosen as the patroness of our 

senior French class this year and the Sisters are 

working to fill those girls and all of our pupils 
with confidence in God in these difficult times. 

You will see in this edition of the newsletter 
articles about the activities the Sisters have been 

involved in over the Autumn months.  

We have new members joining our various 

groups to further their spiritual life. We will need 

young women like St Joan of Arc willing to fight 
the battles we are faced with in the world today. 

They will need the strength that comes from 
receiving the Sacraments and knowing that they 

are part of a group banded together sharing the 

same experiences and supporting each other in 

the fight. òUnited we stand, divided we fall!ó   

Father Albert has written an article about the 
Dominican Third Order and we encourage our 

friends and ex-pupils to consider becoming a 
tertiary. This will give them a closer relationship 

with the Sisters being a part of the Dominican 

family and supporting our work by their prayers 
and sacrifices and in return they themselves will 

benefit from the prayers and sacrifices of the 

Sisters.    

Also during this period we were dazzled by the 
musical abilities of our pupils in their inter-house 

music competition. Playing a musical 

instrument, singing and traditional dancing are 
all very good pastimes to be encouraged to 

maintain good spirits among the girls especially 

in a world where people donõt know how to 

entertain themselves. 

We were honoured to have the presence of Fr 
Themann, the District Superior, on this occasion 

during his visit to the parish. He willingly 

accepted to be on the panel of judges.  

Soon after Fatherõs visit we were sad to see our 
Dominican chaplain depart for Canada. He was 

replaced by Fr Elias OSB as our new chaplain. It 

reminds us of the many contacts that 
Dominicans have had in the past with 

Benedictines and as Mother Margaret Hallahan 
O.P. said, òIf you cannot have a Dominican, 

then a Benedictine is the next best thing.ó Our 

holy Father Saint Dominic was himself named 
after an 11th Century Benedictine saint - Saint 

Dominic of Silos. And it was in the Monastery 

of Santo Domingo de Silos that his mother, 
Blessed Jane of Aza, received an answer to her 

prayer - and the meaning of the vision that she 
had about the dog with the flaming torch in its 

mouth, setting the world on fire. Additionally, St 

Thomas Aquinas was educated by the 
Benedictine monks of Monte Cassino from the 

age of five. So, we are in good hands! 

In June the girls walked proudly in the 

processions for Corpus Christi and the feast of St 
Anthony, patron of the parish. These occasions 

give them opportunities to show their faith and 

loyalty to the Church. We hope that in all of 
these activities the girls hear St Joan of Arc 

speaking to them, òGo forward, all is yours!ó 

and we hope and pray that they continue to 
realise, even when they are no longer at school, 

the need for loyalty to the Church and to their 

Alma Mater.  

The Dominican Sisters of Wanganui 
12B York Street 

Tel: 00-64-6-344-2265 
Email: prioressgeneral@dominicansisters.net.nz 

www.dominicansisters.net.nz 
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Sodality of  the Children of  Mary 

On the Thursday within the Octave of the Sacred 
Heart, the Feast of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, the 
Eucharistic Crusade received into its ranks seven 
Pages, six Crusaders, six Handmaids and two Knights. 
It was a most fitting day to receive these soldiers of 
Christ. By commemorating the òlove of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the mystery of the Eucharist,ó our 
newly promoted candidates were encouraged to be 
inflamed by the love of Our Lord Jesus Christ and to 
be zealous for the spreading of His Kingdom in the 
hearts and souls of their neighbours. òHe must Reignó 
is a motto of the Eucharistic Crusade. In his talk, 
Reverend Father Johnson, the Chaplain of the 
Eucharistic Crusade, inspired his young listeners by 
taking as a good example the late Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre, who was himself a Eucharistic Crusader. 
Father Johnson encouraged the children that a 
Eucharistic Crusader is a member for life, and being 
faithful to one's promises will win many souls for 
Christ. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Queen of the 
Eucharistic Crusade, ever watch over her little army 
and help them to always be faithful to their promises 
for the greater glory of God and salvation of souls.  

News from St Dominicõs Convent 
Wanganui; NEW ZEALAND  

Third Order Dominicans 
One branch of the Order of Preachers that is experiencing 
growth here in Oceania is the Third Order. In Samoa, a 
group of six postulants is preparing to receive the habit, God 
willing, on the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. Meanwhile, 
they have been studying the Rule at monthly meetings and, 
on the apostolic side, promoting the Rosary in a prison they 
visit and among children in foster care. Here in Wanganui, 
we have several new postulants, and on Pentecost Sunday, 
just before Fr Albert left, he gave the Third Order scapular to 
a new novice, Sister Catherine Marie Joyce. The Sisters 
attended the ceremony and a small celebration afterward to 
welcome this new member to St Dominicõs family. May she 
receive the grace of holy perseverance under Our Ladyõs 
mantle! 

On this day, O beautiful Mother, we give thee our love 

On the beautiful feast of the Queenship of Our Lady, 31st 
May, three girls made their consecration as members of the 
Sodality of the Children of Mary. Nine more girls were 
received as aspirants into the sodality and made the firm 
resolution to òlabour to acquire the virtues of piety, charity 
and obedience.ó The consecrated members of the sodality 
adopt the livery of Our Lady ð the blue cloak in which she 
appeared to Saint Catherine Labouré in 1830. On writing 
about the sodality, one author says that ôa Child of Mary 
must not be content with labouring for personal piety alone ð 
she must be an apostle to others. In this she has a splendid 
model in her holy Patroness.õ May Our Holy Mother and 
Queen protect our young girls and may they become more 
pure and saintly with a great zeal for souls.  

O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us!  

Eucharistic Crusade Promotions 


