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LETTER FROM MOTHER PRIORESS GENERAL

hanks to our many generous benefactors, the
Sisters have now moved into the new
building which provides accommodation for
the junior professed Sisters, in the form of 8
cells, and our new temporary chapel. From my choir
stall I have a
the lovely trees surrounding the golf course. It is here
where | reflect upon the many blessings that God has
given our congregation over the winter term. The
Council consent for the new building was given on
August 25th, Feast of St Louis, and the second
shipment arrived on August 27th and 28th with our
choir stalls, extra beds and kitchen equipment. We
were able to sing the Divine Office for the first time in
our new chapel for the feast of Our Holy Father St
Augustine on August 28th and the first Mass was

offered there on August 29th, feast of Santa Sabina.
Both these saints have resonance for Dominicans as

we live by the Rule of St Augustine and Santa Sabina
is the name of the Mother Church of the Dominicans

in Rome. Dominicans have been living in the adjacent
priory since the property was given to them by
Honorius 111 in 1220.

We have
building that our young sisters will be formed in the
spiritual life. It is commonly believed that the Holy
House of Loreto is the Nazareth house in
which Mary had been born and brought up, received
the Annunciation, conceived Our Lord through
the Holy Ghost, and lived during the childhood of
Christ. It is thus a suitable patronage for our young
Sisters to live under during their time of formation and
hidden life. Also our chapel moved from its previous
site in the house that we callNazarethto our new
house calledLoreto Although angels did not carry it
there the Sisters and our faithful builders did the
transporting. Thus the building earned its name.

As you will read in the rest of this newsletter, we

celebrated the feast of St Mary Magdalene, Protectress Tlether M VMMM& of

of the Order, and the feast of Our Holy Father St
Dominic during the winter term also. We were happy
to share these occasions with our whole Dominican
family of pupils, ex-pupils, tertiaries and Guild
members in Dominican style. The Masses on these
two feast days were in the Dominican Rite and were
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sung by the Sisters. This singing of the Mass in the
Dominican Rite for these big feasts of the Order was a
first in the history of our congregationd now almost
18 years old. Throughout the year we have also been
singing Dominican Rite Masses in our chapel and in
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Friday thus taking up another part of our role as a

Liturgical Order. | really appreciate the efforts of the

Sisters and girls to make these days special with
singing, skits, recitals and games for everyone to
enjoy.

Netball has always been a tradition in the school and
although Covid-19 has caused some cancellations the
girls were still able to play several games and did very,
well against opponents from far bigger schools during
the shorter season.

The qirls also prepared for the annual intemouse
music competition which was held on the feast of Our
Lady of the Snows, August 5th. It was impressive to
see the level of preparation and talent displayed and
the support offered by the parents and friends for this
event. Each section of the programme was named
after a renov(xg %d New Zealand religious Sister of the

n df Ther contribution to the musical
sphere.

Now we are preparing for the construction of the
extension of our refectory with a library underneath
which will house all of our Dominican treasures. We
are very grateful for the ceoperation of our
Dominican family - our pupils, expupils, tertiaries
and Guild members- over the winter term, and we
assure them of our continuing prayers especially
during this month of the Holy Rosary, a prayer
received from Our Lady by our Holy Father St
Dominic and dear to all Dominican hearts. May all of
our Dominican Saints continue to intercede for us
from above.

Motherhouse of the Dominican Sisters of Wanganui
12B York Street, Gonville, Wanganui 4501, New Zealand
Tel: 00-64-06-344-2265
Email: prioressgeneral@dominicansisters.net.nz
www.dominicansisters.net.nz

Page2



THE SOUTHERN STAR WINTER 2020

Sai nt Dominic@ds G

Wanganui, New Zealand

Saint Dominic, Pray for Us!

A feastday is always a joyful day for a Dominican, and especially
joyful for the girls when they get a day off lessons and lots of fun
and games instead! The Girl sbo
of having two days off lessons last term, on the feast of St Mary
Magdalene, Protectress of the Order (22nd July), and also on the
Feast of our Holy Father Saint Dominic (4th August). Since the
Feast of St Mary Magdal ene was Kk
feast day, the Sisters and girls were treated to a series of £
performances by the different classes, ranging from poetry | 3%
recitation by the Form 1 and 2 girls, to lots of drama and action
from the Form 3 to 7 girls. Holy Mass, a Frenckhemed
breakfast, and a shared cake made the day a most special one.

St Domi ni c6s Feast, al ways hi
the annual eveof-the-day celebrations and pizza dinner, was a | @
beautiful feast indeed, not least because we were able t0 have e
sung Mass in the Dominican Rite offered by Fr Albert, O.P. '
Thank you to all who helped to make the feast day such a lovely
one and may our Holy Father Saint Dominic continue to bless his
little flock here in the antipodes. My Queen and My Motherl
0l choose thee this day to
: - my Advocate, and my Mot he
' On the Feast of the Visitation, 2ndJuly, four young ladies
b announced these words and consecrated themselves to Our
| Lady as members of the Children of Mary Sodality. Four more
] girls were also received as Aspirants and will prepare to make
their consecration early next year. By the words of
consecration, the girls devote themselves in a special way to the
protection of Our Lady, promising to serve her and begging for
the grace to Onever, by word, | o
in her sighto. As a mark of tf
consecrated member receives a ribbon, medal and cloak: the
6livery of the | mmacul ate Mary?d

the ceremony are profound and the sodalists are reminded to

prove themselves as the worthy children of Mary by the

innocence and holiness of their conduct.
Ny, . 0l am oalll thine,
|\ , and all that |

Music Competition \{
Saint Domi ni cds Col |l ege ann oy
Wednesday the fifth of August this year, and the weeks leading. |
up to the big day were even more full than usual. Lunchtimes
were sacrificed to strenuous music practice, while many more
hours were doubtlessly dedicated outside of school time to
individual practice for solo performances. The hard work that had
been put in by all was evident when the evening arrived. The first
part of the competition featured traditional Maori songs
performed by each school hous
songs were enlivened by the addition of Maori stick dancing,
which, requiring a high level of coordination, left quite an
impression on the audience. The next section was comprised of
small choral groups, who had prepared a wide variety of songs.
Last of all came the junior and senior soloists, who entertained
the guests with performances on the piano, violin, cello, and
guitar, as well as a beautiful vocal solo. Despite nerves, and, fo
many, the terrifying feeling of being on stage for the first time in
their lives, all the girls did very well, making a difficult task for
the adjudicators.
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Moving into the Novitiate Building

After much waiting, preparation and anticipation, the permission to
occupy the new Novitiate building was finally obtained on the feast of St
Louis, August 25th. Twenty-four hours later, six nuns were marching in,
carrying boxes and arranging mattresses on the floor, like an invading
army, determined to occupy and never yield the newly gained territory.

On August 27th, the first part of the second shipment from Australia
arrived at our doorstep, happily reuniting us with our choir stalls, which

the moving men blithely hoisted onto one shoulder and set up in our new,
temporary chapel in the Novitiate house. The next day, feast of our
ograndfather, o St Augustine, t he
shipment was delivered, providing much needed kitchen furnishings and
more furniture for the new house. What a peaceful joy it is to settle into
an authentic convent edifice, conducive to recollection, prayer, and study!

Our deep gratitude daily sings itself for all of our benefactors who have
helped pour the concrete, raise the walls, and roof the building now
occupied by Dominican nuns, eager to serve the Church through prayer,
study and teaching, according to the customs and traditions of St
Domi ni cdods family.

Next project: extension to the Refectory, and the construction of a
Library under the Refectoryextension (the Library is essential, since
Dominicans study all life long!). May God bless you for your generosity
in restoring Dominican life to New Zealand!
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Your Guild Membership is:

w W W W W W
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DATE: 21st NOVEMBER 2020 | VENUE: WANGANUI RACECOURSE | TIME: 5pm

GIVINGI S RECEWING\&GRE CEIVING INSPIRES GRATITRREL TUDL

It is easy to be invited to the Guild Dinner. All you have to do is:

§ Become a Guild Member and you can do that by GIVING to
the Sisters for as little as $10 a month or $100 a year (See Guiil
Levels)

§ Regular Monthly Donation by direct debit:
$10 $15 $20 $25 $30 P40 $50 $100 Other:

§ Bequeath a Gift in Your Will : For more information on how
to bequeath a gift to the Dominican Sisters of Wanganui in your Dpnamfujpolpgluiflofxl Og
Will, please email or write to us.

Please remember, no donation is too sr

Easy to keep active (minimum of $10 per month or $100 per year
Donations accumulate over the years and you scale the Guilds
Guild Levels are kept private and confidential

Annual Guild Updates .

Speci al remembrance in the SistefjsldstphsdY®hi1Suif!Ej
A Mass offered monthly for all living & deceased Guild Members ’

Inviting all who donate to our Guild Membership is our way of
cooperating with Christds
For He said: O6Whosoever shall ¢ | &
ones a cup of cold water only —" =
|l ose hi ¢Matt1®M2Q r d. O

Thank you on behalf of all the Sisters!gg

Our Lady of the Rosary Guild..........c..ccccoveun... $50,000 and over®=__——¢=2
St Joseph Guild..........ccooovveieiiiiiiiciieeeeciiee e, $25,000 to $49,99

St Dominic GUIld..........cccceeveeiiiieiiie e $20,000 to $24,999

St Catherine of Siena Guild................cccevveeen. $15,000 to $19,99

St Thomas Aquinas Guild.............cccccvveeeennneen. $10,000 to $14,999

St Rose of Lima Guild..............ccocveviieeiieecie, $5,000 to $9,999 §&

Pope St Pius V GuUIld..........covvevvveiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee $2,500 to $4,999

St Agnes of Montepulciano Guild........................ $1,000 to $2,499 &
St Martin de Porres Guil deéeeéeceé

,,,,,,,,

wﬁr‘
0. St Margaret of Hungary Guil diéé €€ €871t ué $l s

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE | NFOR|M,
12B York Street, Wanganui 4501, New Zealand | Tel: (06) 344 2265 | Email: caritas@opsisters.org
https://www.dominicansisters.net.nz/fundraising
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A Convent Chronicle
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