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LETTER FROM MOTHER

s my compatriot St Mary McKillop says
OWe have much for wh
We are happy to report that the Sisters are
finding that there is a very happy
atmosphere in the convent, boarding and day school.
We see it as a blessing from God as we have survived
a lot of things this year in particular the lockdown
which closed the school and meant that the boarders
had to continue their schooling at the boarding school
while the day pupils had

The recent midyear examinations have given

pleasing evidence that most of the girls worked hard
during the lockdown as they gained high marks or
improved their marks in their subjects with 14 pupils
either gaining or retaining their academic ties. This is
more than 25% of the girls. This means that they

gained an OAO average

l ower than a 0B6 (70%)
grade or examination grade for any subjects.

Many of the Sisters have been continuing their formal
study by distance education to complete their degrees
for teaching. Happily they have done very well in
their examinations and assignments and are steadily
juggling convent, school and study obligations.

The boarders also had to spend the Easter holidays at
the boarding school but they were very goedatured
about it and joyfully joined in the activities provided
by the Sisters. They have maintained their good
attitude right up to the beginning of midterm break
when they were dispersed as far north as Auckland
and as far south as Wellington to host families. They
have returned in high spirits and rejuvenated for the
end of the term.

Meanwhile the Sisters profited from more time for
prayer and contemplation, extra rest, catching up on
class preparation and personal study, a community
outing to the beach, a sing-long evening around St
Johnds fig eppand /a NSRS
living on a construction site although construction did
cease for a time during lockdown. The new building
is now taking shape and due for completion early
August. It will provide much needed accommodation
(and bathrooms!) for the Sisters and a temporary
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chapel until such time as we have enough money for
B pemartemt onk. ©ur finalsmpknéntuhlas adived from
Australia and is due to be delivered when the building
is ready to be furnished.

One of our expupils also came to spend a week with
us to i mmer se hersel f in
routine and Dominican life. Since the beginning of
the year we have had a few other enquiries about
om|n| an voc (ﬁlons a%nd we_ask your prayers that
S 28afnd Gl bpent i@ Bofddrs 15 Briignérd very "
soon so that these young ladies can at least make a
visit to help them discerr
and possibly enter in the new year.

We have been helped enormously by our benefactors
this half year with regular donations both monetary

d |n klnda d we are ver grat ful as we have
il by E WidtR

%’ O%ff |«
A you bre a\:/vgre ou sqlpen\'&
for teaching is minimal so these are really survival

donations for us.

Qur Mot her 6s Day raffle Ia
new building and our many guild members are
contributing regular donations to assist in our daily
expenses. There remains about $25 000 to pay off the
last bill for the building. All donations for this
purpose will most gratefully be received and will be
rewarded in remembrance at our daily Masses and in

our prayers for as St Marny
is the memory of the heart
enough for your generous support. May God

continue to bless and reward you all for your kindness
to our congregation.

Mether Mong Moddiwe 0F

wor ki ng bee. Wéamiraw. e " b ¢ e |

Motherhouse of the Dominican Sisters of Wanganui
12B York Street, Gonville, Wanganui 4501, New Zealand
Tel: 00-64-06-344-2265
Email: prioressgeneral@dominicansisters.net.nz
www.dominicansisters.net.nz
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Wanganui, New Zealand
Sung School Masses

Have you ever heard incense? Poetically speaking, of course.
Incense is one of the wonderful features of a solemn Mass, with
its heavenly odour and floating streamers of smoke. But its

audi bl e counterpart is Gregori

when | speak of hearing incengtg y
Friday in termt i me at 11: 05am at St .

the Girlsd School h a s - atDorainican w

Sung Mass. Father Albert officiates, and the Sisters sing the
Gregorian Chant- the insightful Introits, the lyrical Graduals, the
pensive Offertory verses and the ofteenigmatic Communion
verses (I think they are deliberately enigmatic, so as to provoke
meditation). A polyphonic piece or two may feature, but
Gregorian dominates. Fat her A
in with the musical doctrine of the liturgy by helping you see the
mysteries of the holy Faith i
How blessed we are to be able to hear the incense of Mothe:-
Churchos own meditations en
Gregorian Chant.

She Shall Crush Thy Head...

On the 13thMay, anniversary of the first apparition of Our Lady

at Fatima, the Sisters and the school girls, with Father Albert

O.P., made a rosary procession in the morning for a very special
and urgent intention. Part of | ol
the conversion of Russia to prevent her errors from spreadifig

and the procession was precisely against these types of errors
being thrust upon New Zealand by some members of its
government. A bill was being pushed through Parliament in a
manner like unto Caiphas'courd8t o be passed unde
avoid the publicds notice and pa
13th. The bill was nearunlimited in the powers it imparted for

two years and could allow norpolice enforcers to enter churches

and even private homes to safeguard all from the risk of spreading
COVID -19. So we went to Her who could protect us from this
serpentine legislature and She did not despise our petitiodshe

bill went through, but for only a temporary timeperiod, giving us

hope that it will be abolished the next time it comes up for debate

in Parliament in August. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

Maori Legends On Stage

During the week of Pentecost, the junior girls of the school were
at l ong | ast permitted to Ot a
based on Maori legends that they had been preparing until
lockdown struck New Zealand and threatened to make the skits ||
nothing more than legends themselves. Three short plays were |
written by a Sister, telling the tales of Maui bringing the North
Island into existence through an unexpectedly large catch out at
sea; of the hostilities between the famous mountains of New
Zealand whose dispute over who should marry the lovely Mount | |
Pihanga resulted in their relocation to their current dwelling®
some with broken hearts; and finally, of another lovaffair: the ||
well-known union between Tutanekai and Hineoa, almost/|

sk

destroyed by their familiesb® OuUSE
performed their simple skits with skill, creativity and a good dose

of humour, impressing the audience and judges so much theé |

Calarogads rendition of the wo n

first place, but only by a margin of one point, while Prouille and.*
Bologna tied for second.
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Easter Holidays with the Boarders

This year, for the first time in the history of Signadou, the
boarders stayed with the Sisters during the two weeks of Easter
holidays. The girls were kept busy with a wide range of activities.
Sr Maria Lucia taught the girls sewing, helping them to make
serviette holders, bandanas and skirts. Sr Mary Rose organised
games and dancing for the boarders. They baked desserts and
breads with Sr Mary Martin. Arts and crafts were organised by
Mother Mary Catherine. There was study time with Sr Mary
Anthony and Sr Maria Swarupa. The girls also had a chance to
practice their typing skills. They gardened with Sr Mary Bernard
and had talks on femininity with Sr Marie Dominique. There
were outings to the river, camping in the classrooms, puzzle time,
a birthday party, music lessons and practices, and yet with all this
activity the girls were able to find the time to put together a five
star performance- &r'he Tower of BalBelexplaining what it could
have been like when all the different languages came about. A
very appropriate choice of topic for our multicultural
community!
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DATE: 21st NOVEMBER 2020 | VENUE: WANGANUI RACECOURSE | TIME: 5pm

GIVINGIS RECEWVING\&RECEIVING INSPIRES GRATITUREL T U D1

HOW DO | RECEI VE AN | NVI TATI ON
It is easy to be invited to the Guild Dinner. All you have to do is:
§ Become a Guild Member and you can do that by GIVING to s
the Sisters for as little as $10 a month or $100 a year (See Guilc
Levels) A
§ Regular Monthly Donation by direct debit:
$10 $15 $20 $25 $30 $40 $50 $100 Other:
§ Bequeath a Gift in Your Will : For more information on how '
to bequeath a gift to the Dominican Sisters of Wanganui in your avs *;VY'VW!. [EEyM':,f,\'APRSKTQ IRX
Will, please email or write to us.

Please remember, no donation is too srl‘

GUul LD MEMBERSHI P
Your Guild Membership is:
Easy to keep active (minimum of $10 per month or $100 per year
Donations accumulate over the years and you scale the Guilds
Guild Levels are kept private and confidential
Annual Guild Updates
Speci al remembrance in the SistetuswBivwtlviE R KLS (MZMR
A Mass offered monthly for all living & deceased Guild Members

THE BEST KI ND OF GI VI NG IS THANKSGI VI NG
Inviting all who donate to our Guild Membership is our way of
cooperating with Christds way of dispensing His
O0Whosoever shall give to drink to one of these
cold water only e amen | say to you, he shall
r e wa(Mditt.16:42)

Thank you on behalf of all the Sisters!

w W W W W W
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GUl LD LEVELS

1. Our Lady of the Rosary Guild...............cccevvunnnn.n. $50,000 and over

2. StJoseph GuUIld.........ccoeeeeviieeiiiiiee e $25,000 to $49,999

3. StDominic GUIld..........ccoeeeeeiiieeeiiiieeeeiieeee, $20,000 to $24,999

4. St Catherine of Siena Guild................cccuveeee.... $15,000 to $19,999

5. St Thomas Aquinas Guild.............cccceeeeeennnneee. $10,000 to $14,999

6. StRose of Lima Guild............ccceeevviieeiiiieeecnee, $5,000 to $9,999

7. Pope StPiusV GUIld..........oocveeeeeiiieeiciieee e $2,500 to $4,999

8. St Agnes of Montepulciano Guild........................ $1,000 to $2,499

9. St Martin de Porres Guildééeééeééee. . ééé. $500 to
10. St Margaret of Hungary Guil &é éséérti€e& énmwxivi® vk ik

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE | NFOR|M,
12B York Street, Wanganui 4501, New Zealand | Tel: (06) 344 2265 | Email: caritas@opsisters.org
https://www.dominicansisters.net.nz/fundraising
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